
Here is issue number 7, a little bit later than I had intended, but I hope you will 
nevertheless find it of some interest. 
 
As usual there has been a lot happening since the last edition and I have tried to pick 
out some of the more important items. If anybody would like to contribute something 
to future editions please contact me.
Richard Davis, Area Chairman
Tel:01453 762373 Email: richard@riana.plus.com

The Tony Drake Memorial Event
The event proved very successful thanks to some accomplished organising by Mavis 
Rear. The memorial was unveiled by Kate Ashbrook, Rambler’s President, on the 
Cotswold way in Hambutts Field, near Painswick, and will serve as an everlasting 
reminder of Tony’s work in the protection and development of our footpaths. A more 
detailed report of the event can be found in the Area News but attached to this news 
sheet is a note of the speech given by Janet Davis, Senior Policy Officer Footpaths, 
which I am sure you will find interesting, particularly if you knew Tony.

General Council – Board of Trustees
Again I gave a brief synopsis of events at General Council in the latest Area News 
and a more detailed report is scheduled to appear on the Volunteer Website. If you 
would like more information and in particular learn something of the Board of 
Trustees reaction to the motions and to the conference in general it is worth having a 
look at the May Board Minutes, which have now been posted on the Volunteer 
Website. These minutes are always worth reading as they give an important insight 
into the workings of our organisation with financial and operational updates.

Area Council
A meeting of Area Council was held on the10th April and was centred on discussion 
of the approaching General Council and the motions being proposed. The Treasurers 
report confirmed an increase in membership fees and outlined some additional Area 
expenditure not included in the original budget for the composite walks programme 
and web site renewal. On line transfers between Area and Groups was now in place 
administered solely by the Treasurer. The Lillian Legacy is still available to fund 
footpath projects in the Area.
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The Membership Secretary’s report indicated a continued gradual decline across the 
Area. Bernard reported on his meeting on publicity, which was described as fruitful 
and suggested ways of taking the matter forward. Further discussion also took place 
on the possibility of funding an Area wide advert. Other publicity items discussed 
involved the approval for funding a stall at Frampton Country Fair, attendance by 
Jenny Baker of Cirencester Group at Cotswold Outdoor over the bank holiday and a 
presence at WinchcombeWalking Festival. 

The next Area AGM will be hosted by Mid Glos Group and will be held at The 
Reddings Community Centre, North Road West, The Reddings, Cheltenham on the 7th 

December. And a final point – it was agreed that Group representatives were quite 
entitled to claim reasonable travel expenses for attending Area Council meetings. 
These should be submitted direct to Area.

Membership
Reference has already been made to declining membership in our Area but this is also 
reflected countrywide. Central Office have been looking at ways of halting this 
decline and among the initiatives proposed is the contacting of lapsed members 
encouraging them to re-join. As well as rewriting all letters a project is also in place to 
test calling people up and a sensitive, non pushy script is being developed for callers 
to follow.

Some of you may also have seen an article in the Guardian reporting on Ramblers 
Routes. A reporter from the paper went along to one of our Route Card Development 
Workshops and a write up was published on the 10th May. At the bottom of the article 
we provided a discounted membership offer, which was taken up by 400 people 
mostly on line.

Ramblers Path Protection Raffle
If you haven’t already done so don’t forget to take part in the Ramblers Path 
Protection Raffle. Prizes include £5000 cash and a weeks holiday for two and 
proceeds will go towards supporting our some 18000 volunteers who carry out path 
maintenance.

New long-distance paths
Two new trails were opened in May. The Tapnell trail, the third accessible trail 
developed by the Isle of Wight Ramblers and the Outer Aylesbury Ring, a new 53 
mile walking route created by the Aylesbury Ramblers.  

Central Office Initiatives
I have been pleased to note steps being taken to help volunteers and seek the views of 
the membership. As well as volunteer training programmes, meetings have been held 
and more are planned between the CEO, the Chairman of the BoT and Area Chairmen 
and Secretaries. Guidance has been published to help groups in relation to social 
media, which some groups have successfully used to increase membership. 
Conference calls have been held with volunteers from Young Walkers Groups and 
steps have been taken to get out and talk to walkers in general to find out what they 
think will affect their enjoyment of the outdoors and what Ramblers should be doing 
about it. 
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Situations Vacant
I seem to remember this item cropping up last time and although the year end seems 
some way off it will soon be with us. Just to remind you that Mike Garner will be 
retiring from his post of Membership Secretary at the next AGM and it would be nice 
to have somebody to step in to his shoes. The job has become a lot easier in recent 
months with CO now notifying Groups direct of membership movements, where the 
membership secretary is on line. It would be possible for the Groups to carry out the 
duties of the Area Membership Secretary but it would be helpful to have an Area 
Officer in place.

Another post, which will become vacant at the AGM, is that of Countryside Secretary 
as Mavis has reached the end of her term of office.  This is an interesting post and has 
also involved attending Gloucestershire CPRE meetings. If anyone is interested or 
would like more information please contact myself or Mavis.

Coastal Path
Richard Benyon, the Government Minister, has described the project to open up the 
English coast for everyone as a ‘sledgehammer to miss a nut’, and hinted that it was 
set to be cut as part of the Government spending cuts.

Our One Coast for All Campaign fought hard to get more of our coast opened up and 
we don’t want to lose it. Ramblers are calling on Richard Benyon to keep the coast 
path and make a renewed commitment to it. You can help by visiting Ramblers 
website ans signing our petition for the English Coast Path.   

The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity (Englans & Wales no. 1093577, Scotland no. SCO39799), and a 
company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales(No.4458492). Registered Office:2nd Floor Camelford 
House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW.
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